{2 Dew. 7.] 


Congested Districts ( Scotland ) 
Amendment. 


Act, 1897, 1 


bill 


Amend and enlarge the powers of the Congested 
Districts (Scotland) Act, 1897. 

HE it enacted by the King's most Excellent Majesty, by and 
JJ with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
emporal, and Commons, m this present Parliament assembled, 
and by the authority of the same, as follows 

5 1. The parish council of any crofting parish may, in the case 

of a congested district within such parish, select any lands situate 
in such parish, or in an adjacent crofting parish, and scheduled to 
the report of the Deer Forest Commission, 1892, as suitable for 
occupation by the people for the erection of dwellings for fi.lwm^ 
10 and the creation of holdings for crofters and cottars in any such 
congested district, and such parish council may thereupon present a 
petition to the Secretary for Scotland, shortly describing tbe lands 
so selected by them, and setting forth tbe names of the owners or 
reputed owners, lessees or reputed lessees, and occupiers thereof, and 
15 praying him to follow out such procedure as is herein-after prescribed, 
tor tbe acquisition by such parish council of such lauds for tbe 
purposes aforesaid. 

„ 2 -— P") ^P 011 receipt of such petition the Secretary for 

Scotland shall remit the same to the Crofters Commission appointed 
20 under the Crofters' Holdings (Scotland) Act, 1886 (herein-after called 
the Crofters Commission"), and direct them to visit the lands 
described m the petition, and if they think fit and after such 
notice as they may deem proper, to hold an inquiry in the district 
or districts in which such lauds are situate as to the propriety of 
25 assenting to the prayer of such petition and thereafter to report to 
him thereon. 

(2.) If on the receipt of such report it appears therefrom that 
any such lands are suitable for the purposes aforesaid, and that the 
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same are waste lands, or lands used for the grazing of sheep, or as 
a grouse moor, deer forest, or for other sporting purposes, and that 
in the opinion of the Crofters Commission, the prayer of the 
petition should he granted either in whole or in part or subject to 
such modifications or conditions as appear to the Crofters Commis- 5 
sion to be proper, the Secretary for Scotland may cause a notice of 
the intention to take such lands to be served, in manner herein-after 
mentioned, on every owner or reputed owner, lessee or reputed 
lessee, and occupier of such lands, defining, in each case, the 
particular land required to be taken of which he is the owner or 10 
reputed owner, lessee or reputed lessee, or occupier. 

(3.) Every such notice shall be served — 

(a) by delivery of the same personally to the person on whom 

it is required to be served, or if such person is absent 
abroad, to his agent ; or 15 

(b) by leaving the same at the usual or last known place of 
abode of such person aforesaid ; or 

(c) by forwarding the same by post in a registered letter 

addressed to the usual or last known place of abode of such 
person. 20 

(4.) The Crofters Commission shall afford any person on whom 
notice has been served under subsection (2) of this section an 
opportunity of being heard in respect of the purposed taking of 
the land in which he is interested, provided such person signify to 
them in writing his desire to be so heard within fourteen days 25 
after service on him of such notice, and they shall make such other 
inquiry as to them shall appear necessary or proper, and after such 
hearing, in the event of a hearing being desired by such person, 
and after such inquiry the Crofters Commission, if they think fit, 
may make an order for a lease of the said land or such part or 30 
parts thereof as they may think proper to the parish council of the 
crofting parish within which such land is situate, at such rent and 
upon such terms and conditions as the Crofters Commission shall 
fix and determine, and the decision of the Crofters Commission 
with reference to such rent, terms, and conditions shall be final. 35 

3. The Crofters Commission shall prepare a scheme for the 
apportionment of such lands in each crofting parish, amongst such 
fishermen and crofters and cottars residing therein as they may 
deem proper. Every such scheme shall be submitted to the 
Secretary for Scotland for his approval, who may reject the same 40 
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or approve thereof in whole or in part, or with such modifications A .D. 1002 . 
thereon as he may deem proper, and every scheme as so approved ~ 
of shall thereupon he carried into effect by the Crofters Commission, 
and the lands mentioned therein shall be apportioned in accordance 
5 therewith. 

4. The parish council of each crofting parish within which Subletting 
any lands so apportioned are situate shall sublet such lands to the of ar 1 “ ds by 
fishermen arid crofters and cottars respectively named in the councils, 
scheme of apportionment thereof at the rent and on the terms and 

10 conditions set forth in such scheme as applicable to the respective 
lands apportioned thereby; and any crofter or cottar to whom 
any such land is apportioned shall, on and after his entry thereto, 
become and b(3 deemed a crofter or cottar in the sense of the 
Crofters’ Holdings (Scotland) Act, 1886, and be entitled to the 

15 status and privileges to all intents and purposes of a crofter or 
cottar under that Act, and the lands so apportioned to him shall be 
dealt with in like manner as holdings under the same Act. 

5 . All moneys that may become payable in carrying into Moneys and 
effect the purposes of this Act, and all charges and expenses be P pa5out 

20 incurred in carrying this Act into execution, shall be paid and of Congested 
satisfied out of the Congested Districts (Scotland) Fund constituted (s^otiand) 
by and under the Congested Districts (Scotland) Act, 1897. Fund. 

6. The Crofters Commission shall, once in every year, make a Report to be 
report to the Secretary for Scotland on their proceedings under 

25 this Act, and every such report shall be forthwith presented to Commission. 
Parliament. 

7 . In this Act unless the subject or context otherwise Definitions, 
requires — 

The expression “ congested district ” has the meaning assigned 

30 to it in the Congested Districts (Scotland) Act, 1897. 

The expressions “ crofter,” “ cottar,” and “ crofting parish ” have 

the meanings assigned to them in the Crofters’ Holdings 

(Scotland) Act, 1880. 

8. This Act may be cited as the Congested Districts (Scotland) Short title. 

35 Act, 1897, Amendment Act, 1902. 
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